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Chriſtianity was che only inſtance to the con- 
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more conſin d and national character of their 
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myſt to 2 Jewiſh writer, er of the falſe. 
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enim Gentiles, ys Blondel, De Teſt. Flav. Ep. 17. (fi | 
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kee induxeric } = Becauſe, by the word ieee, the oh; 
thor does not mean, that Jeſus formally enliſted them himſelf in 
| che riumber of his diſciples, of render'd them immediately per- 4 
be feſt. or profeſs'd converts to his ſyſtem, (which wi# not the | bo 
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ring his life time) but only, that he engag'd their attention by his 
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follow him as à very extraordinary teacher or leader z which, it 
is evident from the Goſpel hiſtory, happen'd indiſcriminately to 
the bulk of thoſe who at that time refided in Jeruſalem and other 
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the moſt remarkable conſequences. of them. And laſtly, becauſe 
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any encouragement to this affair, bad. endea- 
vour d to ſtifle it in it's infancy by procuring, 


-., the crucifixion of it's author; and that the 
- ., Chriſtians were to be conſider d, not as a 


branch of the Jews, but as a diſtinct Pia, 
or body of men by. themſelves, n Ty 
from their particular leader. | 

But to proceed, Joſephus "Ul this affect 
edly conciſe account of the character, actions, 
and diſciples of one Jeſus, who had appear'd 
in thoſe times, the hiſtory of which he was then 
writing, informs his Heathen readers in a ſhort 
and eaſy parenthetical ſentence , that this was 
the perſon ſo well known to them by another 


name, viz. that of CHRIST. o xe Fug tn, 


Not, as the adverſaries of this paſſage on the 
one hand, or it's advocates on the other, equal- 
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ſon ſaid to be the Chriff, vis. as a Jewiſh appel- 
lation, or title of office and dignity, concern- 


ing which he has carefully avoided-d 


but CHRIST, conſider d as a mere un 
proper name, a name, which Joſephus, _— 
had convers d ſo many years with the Heathen 


idea to them, than that of a particular perſon 
whom they had often heard fo call d, and fa- 
mous for having been the head of a certain 
ſect, who were univerſally ftil'd Chriſtians from 
this ſappos'd name of their founder. This is 


ſo evidently an eaſy. and juſt interpretation of 1 
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. tics* thought otherwiſe of it, a common reader, 


| 1, See the Note at the end of this paragraph. | 
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. monſtration in their fayour. And ſome on the other fide are for - 


compounding the matter, and would willingly give it up in or- 


der to preſerve the remainder. Biſhop Mountague, Ittigius, and 
Reland imagine it to be a Chriſtian interpolation, not conſider- 
ing that it is particularly refer'd to in the laſt ſentenee of this. | 


ſeftion. Uſher and Ilse Volkus (ſupported. as they conceive 


; 77CõãðVtTd NAY I 


ropping 
the leaſt hint throughout his whole hiſtory ; 5 


world, and to whom alone he was profeſſedly 
| ea Loan niger convey no other 


E. 

5 hs 
LY 
o 


o * enn 
= A TIC 
ICC IE RRC 


— , "4 = — onde ap ard 
rere yot LISTS Ix 2G. 


I 
4 
4 
f 


FE RTE 2 
renn ” Sh * * 


1 56 


who had ſeen how conſtantly the word is us'd 


merely as a proper name by the Heathen, and 

who conſider d to whom the author was ſpeak- 

ing, might perhaps have deem d it trifling to 
offer any thing in ſupport of it. Nor is either 
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e Nay Tertullian long after, ad- 
Sailing Met (OMP raves, cbfectes det Ns 
1 p a vobiz, Nam nec nomi- 
ait eft notitia penes yos. Apol. e . But I chuſe rather to ap- 
cale be deem'd perfofily nnexceptionable. Tan. Faber, writing 
wich great ſmartneſs and vehemence againſt this paſſage, ſays, 
* Satin? Joſepho fuiſlet, ut Judrorum' populorumque ann, 
fone e mc inquam, ei fuiſſet dicere, Swe - 
's Leine, Bie era Chriftus? Græci, propter quos maxime 
ros Agx ei. erer, (ait enim in prafutione, - N . 


dee cpu: Roms get 3 an cg eie 


at which I ſuppoſe him to 


Ne imended by uf. B K has eddy depp d, that an aſi of 


moch the ſame narure with this in queſtion, has in like manner 
erercis d the critics of the eaſtern world, Mohammed has in 


3 2 


* reit, meaning, like Joſephus, merely the name by which he 
was moſt generally known. But his followers, determin'd that 
' the word ſhould not be quite ſo infignificant, and yet either defign- 
edly or unwittingly excluding the true import of it, have con- 
'triy'd to deduce it, ſome from it's true root, but with a very 


e 


CON 2 D 
1 


81 
1 1.5 — PR ens * Law; GR 
Aud though Pilate, an an impeach- 
ont hreoghs by pho priccthal poo of bur na- 
tion againſt him, caus d bim to be crucified, they 
who had before entertain d an affection for him, 
did not defiſt. The whole air of this relation is 
perfectly Jewiſh, without the leaſt affectation of 

ſo. Whilſt it carries the face of a 


ſimple and ſeemingly candid narrative, the au- 


thor has ſufficiently intimated hisopinionofwhat 


was done. The crucifixion of Jeſus is repreſent- 


| ed, not as being what it really was, the work of | 


1 Sore ancient authors and MSS of Joſephus read t = , 
2 a Efine, fore Benin, De. Teſt, Flav. Ep: 28.” ita peine 
S Has ap3we þ 5, aliunde quam 2 ſcholis Chriſtiano- 
rum, in quibus nata eft, arceſſenda ? Ves; from Joſephus, who 


(as was before obſerv'd with regard to the word z,) commonly 


uſes this verb to ſignify a particular attachment to any perſon or 
ching, a peculiar fondxe/ſs or faxcy for them. Thus, ſpeaking ' of 

the town given by Achiſh to David, he ſays, av Pacornevorcs # 
Aude ADAION, ior , inpuer dra, which David even 
after he was king, taking a particular fancy to it &c. v.i. p. 353» 
But Daubus has ſufficiently anſwer'd this objeftion. - | 


3 Jeſus, who (if the ſlight alteration I have propor'd, may be 


A 
* % Nylon, viz. (to uſe the language of the Phariſces) 
| OXAOT vi pay ber , vd, and who were cafily carried. 

away by any firiking novelty; is formally condemn'd ] e 
TON IPQTON ANAPON nr HMIN. The contraſt between 


theſe eminent perſons and the 4 fee, the lower fort of jos 
CS needs no illuſtration. 
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| 1 and canfuſian, but as the te · 


ſult of a calm determination of the princi- 
pal perſons among the Jews, confirm d by 


Pilates approbatian of their proceedipgs, And 
the inveterate prejudi 


ces of his followers are 
— d as Foartng themſelves in 3 of 


formal decifion of thalk et ©" ag 
But if this ſentence is not quite ſo 8 


bie to the Chriſtian cauſe, ag might even with 
- juſtice have been expected, we have ample a- 


mende macdde us for it in the next. ne gap 


 aonis rehm i xu iuięa maidir Con, Ta Helen cg. | 


e Tawny = A pgs Faupdne ws} urs 
ren. What > Could the impoſtor hold out 
no better for one ſhort paragraph ? Could he 


ct be contented to let his mask flip off gently, 
without throwing it aſide all at once with fo 


much eſs? Could not the author of this 


thort relation , who had been ſufficiently 


ſparing in his account. of the life of Chriſt, 


', have been ſatisfied with giving us mere mat- 
ter of fact, without illuſtrating and confirming 


it by this extraordinary reflexion? Could a 


| perſon, who muſt have read Joſephus with 
fame attention, in order to have adopted ſo 


many of his expreſſions, ſo very ſoon forget 
one of the moſt Enking things * 


8 8 
1 
5 * 5 55 
: at HV 
i 
o N n 


Ta I 


a Chriſtian ) i in his works, viz. his having re- 
ſolyvd all the jwgia Y of the: prophets 


| concerning the Meſſiah into one poor da 
| dees, and (what was ſtill more extraordi- 
nary in a Jew) his having pre · engag d this to 
his Heathen patron Veſpaſian ? This is cer- 


tainly, to uſe Fabers expreſſion upon the oc- | 


caſion, cis ànfα Heie Wee, And ſo far am 1 


from imagining 


It ſeems rather to be the work of ſome Chri- 
tian tranſcriber, who, either not underſtand- 


any one who was ſeriouſly perſonating him 


ing the ſubtle meaning originally couch'd in a 


more artful ſentence, or offended at it, has by 


a very flight alteration given a perfectly dif- 


ferent turn to the whole. For, if inſtead of 
rad egEIQN we read TAN IE 1AIQN, an adje- 


that occurs almoſt in every page of Joſe- 


oe it will ſpeak the ſentiments, which this 
author probably had of the air, in the moſt 


1 Fee v. 2. p. 390. 


> ar e 


Chapman, Euſeb. v. 1. p. 387. has endeavour d to remove this 


abſurdity by propoſing a new interpretation of ae? rd 5, Viz, re. 
ferring it to the rea! Chriſt, which this Ie is aeg in 
the opinion of Joſephus, ade d to be by his We, 
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ng ſuch a ſentence to have dropt 
from the pen of Joſephus, that I cannot con- 
_ceive it probable, that it ſhould have ſlipt from 
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d cliewhere, the gods and pri 


I 42 ] a 
eaſy and natural manner. Having obſery'd 
that the followers of Jeſus ſtill adher'd to him 
even after his crucifixion, he ſubjoins, ap 
aunis dim xo nuipas my Cov, TY * 8. 
Ouran * e e Jawpeene w aur 


1 This word occurs lo very frequently in Joſeph, both for 
the pronoun , and more particularly as a mark of diftinfion 


and peculiarity, that k would be quite trilling to trouble the n- 


der with inftances of either kind. As the pronoun t is twice 


repeated in this ſentence, the hiſtorian, if he intended to expreſs 
what I here ſuppoſe, could not eafily have avoided uſing the 
word idle, which has likewiſe, in the preciſe ſignification of it 


' abovemention'd, a viſible propriety upon this occaſion. 


| 2 Joſephus hving in no other part of his works taken the l 
notice of the preachers of Chriſtianity, (except in the i 


peculiar title of . aI1>br Ines ,ꝗ 2az9ppu Xears, v. 1. p.576.) 
it muſt of courſe be impoſlible to produce any parallel inſtance, in 
which he has given them this appellation. But that, in caſe he 
did ſpeak of them, he would ftile them by this name, is upon all 
accounts highly. probable. For firſt, it appears both from Scrip- 
ture and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, that the word eovpyms, not in its 
confin'd and vulgar meaning, but in its general notion of d- 
rum interpret, was one of the moſt ordinary, and (if we except . 
only the apoſtles, moſt of whom were now dead, and whoſe par- 
ticular diſtinctive title he was not likely to have us'd upon this 
occaſion) the principal denomination of the inſpir d preachers of 
Chriſtianity at this time. What expreſſion then could Joſephus 


more naturally uſe in ſpeaking of them, than their proper appel- 


lation, limited by a word denoting that they were ſo ſtil'd by 
their particular ſect, with which he had no concern? Thus, 


_ Jpeaking of Ahab's prophets, he calls them rus avprras awry 


v. 1. p. 459. And in like „ v. 1. p. 460, 50%, 445, 


s of particular perſons and 


0, F 
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tw) 


ares For be appear'd to them to be * 


nations are ende by him U- Yo and lie pd, Secondly, 
the tide of She, in the moſt general notion of it, viz. as 


dvinorum interpres, or ſacrorum antiſfei, was no leſs familiar 
to his Heathen readers. This, were it neceſſary, might cafily - 


be: prov'd at large from Plato, Plutarch, Diogenes Laertius, 
Clemens Alexandrinus, Lucian, Porphyry, Euſebius, ( ſee the 


note of Valeſfius upon his Eccl. Hiſt, L. 4. c. 8.) and other 


ancient authors, Hence St Paul calls Epimenides the Cretan, 
ies r HrOoHT Hz. And, in alluſion to this uſe of the word, 
Plutarch, Ed. Franc. v. 2. p. 397. ſays, t rds d Emxsge 


nroehr Ax. And Lucian in Vit. Auct. introduces Diogenes 


filing himſelf A5 9 5 Ileajjqoins INPOGHTHE. But, which 

_ - bs moſt to our preſent purpoſe, the ſame author in his treatiſe De 
morte Peregrini, obſerving that upon that perſon's being convert- 
ed fo Chriſtianity, oy Re eee 
ev maids aurhs Gmpps, NPOGHTHE S Se --- 

av. Thirdly, Joſephus himſelf, ſpeaking of the Egyptian v. 1. 

p. 972. and v. 2. p. 177. who led away much people after him, 


and of thoſe who encourag'd the Zealots to hold out againſt the 
Romans, v. 1. p. 388. uſes this word with regard to them. 
Laſtly, the term avg@Emas, even in the moſt limited and vulgar | 


notion of it, is peculiarly proper here, For the negla e, ac- 
cording to my notion of this paſſage; relate chiefly to the futur: 
coming and kingdom of Chriſt, and the expectations of his liſci- 
ples in conſequence of what their airy had foretold concerning 
him. The atvprxs Ae, to which St Peter, Ep. 2. c. 1. 19. 


appeals ſor theſe things, does in like manner, as a great Prelate 


bas obſerv'd in his diſcourſes upon Prophecy, refer to 'what 
theſe perſons had predicted concerning them. 
5 7. eos 
de, v TAINN elAxarax Se OAZIN. 5 
| 2 The ordinary method among the Greeks of ſubſtituting the 
| participle for the infaitive mood, eſpecially after the verb Paraguay, 
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again on the third day, their own preachers "- at 
leaſt having reported both the iſe and numberleſs 


other wonderful things concerning him. Allow- 
ing then only this flight alteration *, every 


I Some pere hovinrar may perimps chuſe to alter the pun- 
tuation, and join this clauſe with the next ſentence thus, Ti, Ax 
ide c ονα- -g v2 vir [or as other MSS read, 6s bn ,-. 

2 Though Euſebius cannot here, as in the former caſe, p. 28. 
be directly appeal'd to in favour of this particular conjecture, 
he has however afforded us ſome reaſon for imagining, that Joſe - 
phus did not originally bear ſo poſitive and formal a teſtimony, as 


we meet with at preſent, to the reſurrection of Jeſus, (much leſs 


introduc'd the numberleſs miracles foretold of him by the pro- 
phets in confirmation of it) but had rather given a more /ceptica/ 
turn to his account of this and the ele N join'd with 


it; and had repreſented them as reſting chiefly upon the authority 


of the preachers of Chriſtianity, - Otherwiſe, how happens it that 
this writer, who is forward enough in enlarging upon what is 
moſt to the advantage of Chriſtianity, confines his obſervation, 
Dem. Evang. p. 124. entirely to the former part of this account, 
when the latter, as it now ftands, evidently ſpeaks much more 
ſtrongly in it's favour > How happens it, except upon the ſup- 
Polition above-mention'd, that in this obſervation, he conſiders 
the whole account chiefly as bearing teſtimony to the number of 
Chriſt's diſciples, and as affording only an argument of ſomething . 
extraordinary in the perſon who converted them, and not rather 


2 direfly and formally aſſerting (which it certainly does at pre- 


ſent) what he thus obliquely deduces from it concerning him? 
In ſhort, whoever compares the above-mention'd calm remarks 

of Euſebius with the admiration which Ifidore, Sozomen, and 
others (who read the paſſage as it now ftands) have expreſs'd 


With regard to it, will perhaps be inclin'd to ſuſpe@ that it did 
, Toon after, his time undergo ſome ſuch {light end caly corruptions 


I conceive to have happen d to it. 


difficulty 


_ difficplty ä of vaniſhes at once, 
2 woos which is eg inconſi- 


| before, ſcem'd ww e ce of Chriſt's 
reſurrection in too poſitive a manner, is pro- 
perly corrected and qualified by the latter; . 
2 _ which, inſtead of containing an impertinent 8 
5 and Chriſtian reflexion, is the genuine lan- ES 
| - guage both of a ſeemingly candid hiſtorian | 
| and of a careleſs and determin'd unbelieyer. 
The account in this view is preciſely what 
might have been expected from Joſephus, 
He fimply mentions the notoriouſly well at- 
teſted fact of the appearance of Jeſus to his 
diſciples after his crucifixion, as the reaſon of 
| their adhering to him. Bur chuſing to look 
upon it as an affair which it little concern'd 
either him or thoſe to whom he was writing, 
whether it was true or falſe, and ayoiding, as 
- he had hitherto done, to enter at. all into the 
merits of the queſtion, he gives them, with 
| his uſual air of indifference ', bis authority 


14 The wat e which the Greece dbove-muentiant 
if taken in this view, bears to the ſceptical manner in which 
Joſephus frequently cloſes his accounts of the greateſt miracles . 
++ op fondo Hou wee 5 wane: 
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ing the attempts both of Jews and Heathen 


1 


for what he had ſaid; enen 


ing the a fue M 5 (viz. the aſcen- | 


fion, ſe coming, and future k 
Chriſt) publiſh'd and foretold by theſe e 
in this affectedly careleſs manner in order to 


- invalidate their teſtimony, After _— he 


concludes the account of this extraordinary 
ſect with obſerving, what to him e 
that Jeſus could not be the Meſſiah) muſt have 
appear d one of the moſt remarkable circum- 
ſtances in it, that this body of Chriſtians ſo 
denominated from their leader, (notwithſtand - 


to extirpate them) ſtill ſubſiſted to that day. 
1 * 50 8 Tay xen Yon 780. annere in 


; "x This, 777 
Join'd with ri 3+ idle &c. and underſtood in the ſenſe in which 
I ſuppoſe it to have been intended, becomes at once perfefly 
ealy and natural. It detrafts from the certainty of the fact wick 


Which it is connected, exaggerates the accounts given by the 


preachers of Chriſtianity to render them incredible, and affords 
our author a plauſible pretence for paſſing them over in filence as 


being in his opinion unworthy a particular relation. 


| 2 If we take this paragraph as k is commonly read and un- 
derſtood, and look upon it as entirely the work of a Chriſtian 
impoſtor, there is ſomething very unaccountable in it. For is 
it probable, that a perſon who had juſt before made ſo free with - 
the Jewiſh author whom he is perſonating, and whoſe warm ima- 


ination had entirely gotten the better of his judgment in the 


la: ſentence, ronment bw... and 
have | 


A 
0." 
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33 
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4 


„ 
Hog e e e, be . t narration 
+» eng «gin of the prophets, and yet en- 
tirely paſſes over in filence the far more pertinent and yotori- 
ous Faoggirs of the Apoſtles, and the many get, Aa. 
21. 20. known to have been converted to Chriſtianity in con- 
| ſequence of them. Inſtead of touching upon either of theſe ob- 


vious particulars, which mult have ſtruck the fancy of any one 


who was endeavouring to make an biforian ſpeak in favour of 


Chriſtianity, he breaks off abruptly, throws a ſudden damp upon 
what he faid before, and finiſhes with this cold and lifeleſs obſer - 


vation, That this ſeft (which be had repreſented as founded on 


truth, whoſe author had not only been a worker of miracles in his 
life time, but had afterwards riſen from the dead, and who was 
ſo much the concern of providence, thor og Rat pros os 
fore his birth ele $ovugines had been foretold of him) . 

ime was not extin in little more than half a. century after 
it's firſt appearance in the world. A Chriſtian impoſtor, who had 


Church, would not have let him off ſo eaſily, when he might, 


without the leaſt danger or trouble, have afforded him a much 


more noble and no leſs notorious fact to finiſh his ſurprize with, 
viz, not the mere continuance but the extraordinary increaſe and 
propagation of the ſect which he intended to honour. And ac» 
cordingly the old author of the book De Excid. Hiero/el. has ta- 
ken the liberty to make Joſephus conclude his account in this 
manner, Ex quo ccepit congregatio Chriſtianorum, & in omne 
hominum penetravit genus ; eee ee 
neg ny en 


Joſephus, and as cloſing the. account, when confider'd in oc 85 
light in which I have endeavour'd to place it. Jeſus, ſays our 
hiſtorian no way prejudic'd in his favour, was « perſon of fur- - 
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bak of Jews und Gene, Pilate, Poli apr oben..." 
- men of our nation, crucified him for ſo doing. But his 
diſciples ftill-adher's to him. For he appear'd to them to have 
| been alive again after his erucifixion. The leaders at leaſt of this 
ſeft have reported theſe and numberleſs other wonders concerning 
him. In conſequence of which it has ſubfiſted even to this day: 
or in other words, Such in ſhort was the origin of Chriſtianity, 
which (though founded upon the notion of a crucified Meſſiah, 
who, whatever his followers may have ſaid about his reſurrection 
and future coming, has not appeir'd in the world for above half 
_ - century) ſtill, to my no ſmall ſurprize, ſubſiſts even to this day. 
| Nothing can more naturally expreſs what may be ſuppos d to 
have been the ſentiments of Joſephus upon this occaſion, or be 
better connected with what goes before, than this concluſion. - 
The thing indeed which he chiefly intended by it after his ſhort 
account of Jeſus Chriſt, was ſimply to tell his Heathen readers, 
4. But his ſurprine at the very notion of the continuance of. 
this ſe& gives a different turn to the ſentence. Convine'd, like 
his brother Phariſee Gamaliel, that what, he thought, was not 
of God, ought to have come to nothing by this time, he inſenſi 
' bly expreſſes ſome degree of aſtoniſhment at his di 

with regard to this particular. — But after all, F ens oak 
differ from me in my notion of this ſentence, and ſhould be in- 


. dlin'd to look upon it as having far lefs meaning in it, and only 


informing the reader of what he muſt have known before ; Joſe- 
phus will not however upon this account be in any reſpect the 
leſs concern'd with it. He frequently concludes his ſtories with 
fuch ſeemingly inſignificant obſervations. * 

I Chriſtiani ex Gentibus & Judzis, quo Joſephus tempore 
ſcriplit, promiſcue collecti, 9520» diei nequaquam potuerunt. 
Duel. Trifling and groundleſs! Had not Daubuz | 
aid enough in anſwer to this objection, it would be eaſy to 
ſhew, that Joſephus, whoſe buſineſs it was to repreſent the Chri- 
WW 
| | Jews 
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W a. 
will beſt illuſtcate ang confirm 3 has been 
obſerr d. It may, 1 think fairly e 
in the following manne. 
But about this time appears one N a man 
of great abilities, if indeed be may properly be 
fil a mere man. For he was a worket of won 
ders, a teacher of people who embrac d his new © 
and extraordinary doftrines with eagerneſe.; and 
be led away many, not only of the Jews, but alſo © 
of the Gentiles after him. This was the perſon 
ſo well known by the name of Chriſt. And though © 
Piles, upon an Mepachment Semeght by om Tow: | 
bim to be crucified, they who hod 1 * 
5 tain d an affettion for bim, ad. not defiſt, Fur 
be appear d to them to be alive again on the- % 


Jens e Gentiles, inotoperated lee = ditin becken, and d. 
Hnr. 
more pertinent or ſignificant expreſſion. | | 
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day, ale own babies ih left PEW report- 


things concerning him. And the ſe of Chri- 


Pans, who rev d their denomination from d 


perſon, are not extinf even to this day. © 
Thus will this account ſtand, when freed 


Kona the two ſlight cortuptions, which ſeem 
to have hitherto obſcur d it. And in this view, 


inſtead of containing oy” thing juſtly excep- 
in the face of the 
relation, the ſentiments imply d in it, and the 


language in which they are cloth d, which may 


fairly be deem'd a preſumption in it's favour. 


Nor can it, Think, be doubted which is the 


moſt rational way of proceeding, viz. whether 


to account for the few appearances to the con- 
ttrary by ſome ſuch ſeemingly obvious and natu- 

ral method as that above-mention'd ; or whe- 
© ther an objection or two of this kind which 
may ſo eaſily be remov'd, ſhould, in direct op- 

_ - Poſition to the ſtrongeſt external evidence, 
be efteem'd ſufficient to condemn the whole 

ſection as a ſenſeleſs and impertinent 5e 

PEP = ne 


But there are, it will be ſaid, other object. 


"ons to It. Let us therefore conſider nn in 
their order. 


tp n 21852 Mrs ek 2 2 7 8 3 1 
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And firſt a very learned and 1 au- 


5 thor * having obſerv d: that. the great point 


which Joſephus had in view thro out his whole 


hiſtory was to reconcile the Gentiles to his 
countrymen, and having remark'd the liberty 
Which he has taken, when 1 it ſerv'd his ends, of 


omitting whole hi 


| his work. Becauſe the Pagan averſion was 
greatly increas'd by the new ſect of Chriſtians 


% ſprang, as was well known, from the country 


of Judza. It was therefore utterly deftructive 
of his purpoſe toſhew (as he mult have done in 
giving them an account of Chriſt ) the cloſe 


connexion between the two religions, Of all 


25 


5 be careful to avoid this. che 


Now though I entirely agree with this gras 
writer, chat «preaching 


kind confiberable objections to the paſſage in 


queſtion as it is uſually read and underſtood ; 35 0 
yet I cannot but think (as many perſons haye 


already obſerv d) that it is very improbable that 


he ſhould omit all account of Jeſus, a perſon 
fo remarkable in Judza, wg nd Ol. | 


1 n v. 2. P 432· 


$ ries, concludes that he 
would carefully avoid the mention of Jeſus in 


up Chriſt was an affair . 5 
which Joſephus would ſtudiouſiy decline, ant 
have always deem d the appearances of this 923 
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able or diſhonourable incident that lay buried _ 


remarkable and conſpicuous an obje& would 


; the cauſe of ſach tas. 
countrymen, and whoſe fame waz at this very 


time ſpread by his followers thro'out the world. 
Our artful hiſtorian might indeed (if he could 


anſwer it to himſelf) prodently avoid expoſing | 
to the view of his Gentile readers any 


in the ancient records of his nation, or eyen 


lip over ſome of later date, which had left no 


conſiderable traces behind them. But Chriſti- 
anity was an affair which made ſome noiſe at 
this very time. How little ſoever i it's real na- 
ture and particular doctrines were conſider d 
or undetftood, both the author and profeſſors 
of this new ſyſtem had in ſome meaſure en - 
gag d the attention of the Heathen. It was 


- moreover univerſally known to have made it's 
firſt appearance in Judza under Pilate's admi- 


niſtration. Some account of it therefore ſeems 
to have been unavoidable in a perſon pro- 
feſſedly treating of the extraordinary incidents 
of that period. And filence with regard to ſo 


have been only ſhutting his own eyes, that 


' others might not ſee it. 


But Joſephus has however an after-game to 
| play. What was too notorious to be totally 
my 2 * = be W repreſented, | 


: ; x 4 : 


n tbr ee EA 


1 


Er r. Inſtead of 


* 


great judgment obſeryd, that he would be 


whom T am here obligd to differ, has with 
| careful to avoid, he has, according to my no- 


don of this account, kept as clear of it as 


poſſible, how wiſely ſoever ſome leſs cautious 
Chriſtian pilot may have thrown him upon it. 
Bo fur is he from ſhewing his Heathen readers 
_ the 'cloſe connexion between Judaiſm and 
x Chriſtianity, that he ſeems as it were to have, 


laid afide in ſome meafure his own Jewiſh | 


character in order the more effeQually to con- 
ceal it. We have not a Phariſee's relation of 


the ſcheme and doctrines of a ſuppos d Jewiſh 8 
Meffiah, which muſt have laid open what is 
| here ſo induſtriouſly paſs d over in filence, but 
a ſhort and obſcure account given by an affect. 


edly unconcern d hiſtorian of the wonderful in- 


to his Heathen readers by the name of Chriſt, 


ſect who were from him denominated Chri- 


ſtians) he knew they were generally ignorant 
of, without looking upon it as his buſineſs to 


* it. inn, 


„ delicate as it i is, he was 5 5 
ſplitting upon the rock, which ch& writer from | 


eidents in the life of one Jeſus, better known 


the meaning however of which name (any far- 5 
ther than as it ſtood for the head of a famous 
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. ſoever this objection may have been thought 


b 


; here appears in a light perfectly e . 
with every Jewiſh conſideration. He ſtands, 


like the founder of an Heathen ſect, entirely 
upon his own bottom, is the teacher of a new 


and. fingular doctrine, {ſupports it by his own 
aſtoniſhing works, and is indiſcriminately fol. 
low d by people of all religions, whilſt he is 
formally condemn'd by the principal perſons of 


the Jewiſh nation. He is in ſhort placd by 
Joſephus in much the ſame detach d point of 


view, in which this author elſewhere for the 
like reaſon ſets Judas * of Galilee, viz. as the 
leader idcty captors 


, with however this remarka- 
ble and eee difference in his account 
of them, that whereas the latter was at moſt a 
pie Jb., there was, he could not but 
acknowledge, the appearance of ſomething 
more than human in the actions of the former. | 

The next objection, which has been urg d 


F by many critics againſt this paſſage, is taken 
from the place in which it ſtands. It has been 
75 repreſented as perfectly impertinent, void of 


all connexion with what immediately precedes 
and follows it, and viſibly interrupting the 
courſe of the hiſtory. But how formidable 


by ſome of thoſe who have accuſtoan'd them- 
. 1 LO Joſeph. v. 2. p. 160, 194. 3 1 
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_ juſtly remark d in anſwer to it, n 
and connexion which Joſephus and other bine. 
rians frequently ahſerye in relating ſuch a.col- 

lection of detach d ſtories as are here ks 

2 Out author had juſt. before given a 

1 ſhort account of: two „ x: 3 


Fiat The OO both oe py 4 
{cond book of the Jewiſh Wars". —— =: 
with, being a brief account of de rſs, pro- | | 

reſs, and conſequences of another religious =. 
iſturbance, that deriv'd it's. original indeed 8 
om a very different hand, bat broke out... nt 
bout this time, and the author, of which: . 9 
been formally condemn d by the . _—_ . 8 
a n pe 167. 5 © Es | 
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raking e. 6 


ans of whomi/he was ſpeaking. And from 
this laſt affir, as if the noiſe it had ee made 
to him an men e 


forgot 6 Wadi . 5 of ro rela 4 
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. te puſlge cn: 
Jeſus is connected with the 


concludes the former wich this ſhort remark, 
Kay: ire e 4 , and immediately ſub- 


———— or, m was the 4 
which Pilate Lad enge. 
ad apprar'd. But about this time appear d a 
very: oxtreerdinary perſon, who was the author of 
another, ano aprons 5 
ren 8988 

hand, firike ont the paragraph in diſpute, and 

you will hare two ſentences between which 
there is a tacit oppoſition . imply'd, thus im- 
mediately connected with each other. KAI Ire 
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5 as a nic mad cn 5 
Priori that Chriſtianityj could not be true, and _ 
yet aſtoniſh'd at the amazing appearances WW |} 
it's favour, and ſhock d at the thought that fo - 
many Jews ſhould have been drawn afide by it, 
muſt have had n de ſtrongly impreſs'd upon 
his imagination. It haunts him indeed thro'out _ 
the whole affair, and ſtruggling as it were with 

is artful endeavours to leſſen and conceal it, 
how: naturally produc'd this ſhort, obſcure, and 
ambiguous deſcription, which, though theeri- 
_ tics examining it-in cold blood, and miſled . 

perhaps by two ſlight corruptions in it, have 1 
attributed it to the trembling hand of an im 

poſtor, is yet perfectly agreedþls to the ſenti | 

ments and defign of it's ri author. Nor 

could the next ſection, if confider'd „ 

5% view to this, have been more properly-intro- 
EF 38 duc d, than it is at preſent, after the account 
A of a perſon, whoſe whole life was j d 555855 
11 ind alu, who is here repreſented as having been 
Kt 3 the author of a very ſtrange and ſingular inno- 
£3 8 vation, as having ſet himſelf at the head of a 
$i ' multitude, and as having been publickly con- 

| oh _ _. demn'd for fo doing and whoſe adherents, 

Ps a. this, 6 in iin, but had con. 

| om. _ tinued 
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r ng Rae oe of 
Phus, in which he had faid ſomething direfly againſt Chriſt, And 
indeed it appears to me not - improbable, that he does in theſe n 
paſſages really allude to ſome ' account which Joſephus had. 7 
given of Chriſt, and which he had fo ' worded ds to her, 
that he Himſelf did not believe in him. But does not this very | 
pallage, as I fuppoſe ppoſe it to have ſtood, ſufficiently ſhew this? And 
e e 36 CHE Oy ee 
manner of expreſſion, which ſeems to imply that Joſephus had 
contented / himſelf barely with ſo doing, without directly ſaying 
. licious or abuſive concerning him ? Had it been o- 


by firing „ e or e And if To, do not 
theſe circumſtances upon the whole afford us a fair preſumption, 

_ that Origen's copy of Joſephus om... Fe 
not-unlike this which I am contending for? 5 138 
But there is another paſſage in Origen, n anew 
improper to-confider. Ceiſas, in che objeQion, which had given 
his anſwerer occaſion to mention the great things that Joſephus 
had ſaid of John the Baptiſt, and (us he thought, but in which 
| he was partly miſtaken) of James, addrefling himſelf as. it were 
nr 

the Holy Ghoſt at your baptiſm, is 5 ov is, = ins 
. [meaning John the Baptiſt] z a pers ov . 
p. 38.“ In anfwer to which Origen among other things properly 
remarks, that in making this objeQion he hed quite thrown off 
his Jewiſh mask. O 38 evils: mr lod of Indies ry lars, 
, lam 15-155 laws e. Now, the account which I 
| conceive Joſephus to have here given of Chriſt,  compar'd with 5 
har he has faid of John the Baptiſt, ernctly anſutis this obſer- 
_ vation. They appear as two very different perſons that have not 
the leaſt connexion with each other. John thy Baptiſt is. die 
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* the whole, it it appears FO e 

the two flight and eaſy emendations here _ 
pos d, may be admitted, this paragraph ma 

fairly be eſteem d genuine. Since there ol 

be goof. palitive evidence on the one hand, 


without any thing of real moment to c 
ls 10 6 os ee. And fo far will the | 
account itſelf be from carrying, as has often . 
been imagin'd, it's own confutation with it, that 

there are in it ſeveral circumſtances, which 

ſeem to ſpeak ſtrongly in it's favour. Such 4 
far inſtance are, the detach'd point of view 


in which Jeſus appears ; the viſible inclination | 
of the author to aſcribe every thing wonderful 
in him to mere human art or «ia, though 


contrary, as it were, to his own conviction, 
chat there muſt have. been ſomething. more 
eee of his ne and filence 
with regard to the great variety and extraor- 
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